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Jill E. Mitchell

Professor of Accounting 
Northern Virginia Community College

• Former senior auditor, EY Miami
• President, Accounting & Financial Women’s Alliance, 

Washington, DC Chapter
• Board member, Virginia Society of CPAs
• Co-author, introductory accounting books
• Recipient of national and state awards, including 

AAA/Cook/Deloitte Foundation Prize and the State 
Council of Higher Education for Virginia Outstanding 
Faculty Award

MS, Accounting, University of Virginia
MEd, Instructional Design Technology, George Mason University

PROPRIETARY & CONFIDENTIAL

jillemitchell.com
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Intro Accounting: Profile
Large community 
college; over 180 

countries represented

Enrollment: 

72,000 students

Principles of 
Accounting I 

(Financial) and II 
(Managerial) transfer 
to 4-year institutions

LMS: 

Canvas

Class size: 

30 students
“Standardized” course 

at campus level
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Before

PROPRIETARY & CONFIDENTIAL

Homework

Exams
80%

20%
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After

PROPRIETARY & CONFIDENTIAL
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Quizzes

PROPRIETARY & CONFIDENTIAL

FORMAT
• Online quiz every two chapters
• One quiz on emerging tech using 

AICPA resources
• One final comprehensive quiz 

with key topics
• Open book; 30-45 minutes
• One question at a time; student 

may not move back and forth 
among questions

DESIGN
• Use publisher test bank as a 

starting point
• Create variation of questions in 

Canvas quizzes: slightly change 
wording, company names, 
amounts (isomorphic)

• Question Groups/Pools

https://bit.ly/ETAinIntroAcct
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Pre-Lecture & Homework

PROPRIETARY & CONFIDENTIAL

FINANCIAL

• Pre-lecture: Adaptive (“Review 
instructional material and 
answer questions to get a basic 
understanding of new topics”) 

• Homework: Brief exercises, 
Exercises, Problems

MANAGERIAL

• Pre-lecture: Wiley Managerial 
Accounting Videos – 3 questions, 
T/F quiz for each chapter 
• Homework: Exercises, Problems
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Projects, Papers, Activities

PROPRIETARY & CONFIDENTIAL

1. SEC Project: Semester long project; each part corresponds to a chapter/unit and asks 
students to explore various parts of a 10-K and perform simple analysis.  

2. Reflections: Mid-point check rough draft; final https://bit.ly/reflections21
3. Accounting Cycle Review Problem: 5 attempts, algorithmic, solution walkthrough video 

provided
4. In class activities

• M&Ms and the Accounting Equation Group Activity (virtual & in-person) 
https://bit.ly/funzoomaccounting21

• Emerging Technology in Accounting (ETA) using Google Sheets 
(https://bit.ly/ETAinIntroAcct) 
o Multiple-Step Income Statement (Waterfall Visualization) 
o A/R Aging (Vlookup and Pivot Table)
o Mortgage Analysis (Interest and Principal Visualization) 

5. Internal Controls/Fraud Podcast Paper https://bit.ly/internalcontrolfraudpodcastassignment

FINANCIAL

Resources: jillemitchell.com/presentations

https://bit.ly/reflections21
https://bit.ly/funzoomaccounting21
https://bit.ly/ETAinIntroAcct
https://bit.ly/internalcontrolfraudpodcastassignment
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Projects, Papers, Activities

PROPRIETARY & CONFIDENTIAL

1. ETA Team Project: 5 Things You Should Know About Emerging Technology Tools in Accounting 
• Prepare a one-page document and 5-minute presentation or video (during final exam period) 

o What is it? (describe the technology, company, brief history of company and technology; who are 
competitors?)

o How does it work? (describe what the technology is used for, specifically include one of the main categories 
below i.e., data analytics, data visualization, data automation/ETL, RPA, Blockchain)

o Who is doing it? (what companies are using this company’s tool, describe examples of how companies are 
using it, include use cases.  Do not include competitors here, only include which companies use this specific 
tool)

o Why is it significant? (why is it important that companies utilize this technology, where is it headed in the 
future. ) 

o What are the implications for accounting? (how does this technology impact accounting practices, what 
problems can this technology help solve?) 

2. Reflection: Final Reflection Video (2 minutes)
3. In class Group Projects (1-2 per unit; 4 units)

• Padlet for Sharing Manufacturing Videos https://bit.ly/funzoomaccounting21
• Build-a-Bear Job Order Costing  https://bit.ly/funzoomaccounting21
• CVP Expand Your Critical Thinking (WileyPLUS)
• Gradable Excel – Flexible Budgets (WileyPLUS)
• Capital Budget (WileyPLUS)

Resources: jillemitchell.com/presentations

MANAGERIAL

https://bit.ly/funzoomaccounting21
https://bit.ly/funzoomaccounting21


Wait…  we have 
to WRITE in 
accounting 

class? 
Top Soft Skills for Accounting Professionals
(Journal of Accountancy, 2021)
§Time management
§Critical thinking 
§Communication
§Collaboration

https://www.journalofaccountancy.com/newsletters/2021/jun/top-soft-skills-accounting-professionals.html
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Assignment: 
Internal Controls/Fraud Podcast  

PROPRIETARY & CONFIDENTIAL

https://bit.ly/internalcontrolfraudpodcastassignment

“I found this podcast super interesting 
actually. looked up a lot about Markus 
Braun after when I was done typing. 
Thanks for the cool idea!”

https://bit.ly/internalcontrolfraudpodcastassignment


Internal 
Controls/

Fraud Podcast 

1. Select one of the following three podcasts:

Accounts Payable Clerk Steals $250,000 from Local 
Transit Entity

Behind the Scenes of Wirecard's Billion-Dollar Accounting 
Fraud

Former Controller Exploited Accounting Software Glitch 
and Stole $1.3 Million

2. Summarize the podcast.
•Describe the fraud that occurred. Include the names of 
the people in the interview. Where do they work? 
What are their titles? (1-2 paragraphs)
•Describe "what happened." (1 -2 paragraphs)
•Were all of the components of the fraud triangle in 
place? (1 paragraph)
•Describe some of the MISSING internal control 
components and/or principles of internal control 
activities that we discussed in Chapter 7. (1 paragraph)
•Describe what you learned about fraud and internal 
control from listening to these "real life" stories. (1 
paragraph)

https://www.acfe.com/pcast.aspx?id=4294992700
https://www.acfe.com/pcast.aspx?id=4295011146
https://www.acfe.com/pcast.aspx?id=4295002866


Student 
Feedback

“I think doing all sorts of 
projects, such as SEC, the 
Accounting Cycle project, the 
Internal Fraud Control project, 
and all the other projects is the 
most exciting part of this 
course. Also, it helps a lot to 
understand how Accounting 
works outside of the classroom 
and how big corporations use 
Accounting. So, I would say 
please keep those projects…”
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Thank you!

ENABLING DISCOVERY  | POWERING EDUCATION  | SHAPING WORKFORCES

www.jillemitchell.com

http://www.jillemitchell.com/

